
Name: ____________ _ 

Washington Driver's Guide 
Safe Driving Tips (4-1 to 4-42) 

Steering 
1. Your hands should be placed on _______ sides of the steering wheel 

(between and ___ / __ o'clock). Driving with __ hand can keep 
you from reacting quickly in an emergency. (4-1) 

2. Use the 11hand-over-hand" technique when turning ____ corners. When 
completing the turn, straighten the wheel by Letting it slip through 
your fingers .could be ________ . ( 4-2) 

Speeding & Speed Umits 
3. Unless otherwise posted, the speed limits in Washington state are: (4-3) 

____ mph in a school zone 
____ mph on city or town streets 
____ mph on county (not country) roads 
____ mph on state highways 

Stopping 
4. Stopping suddenly is _______ and usually points to a driver who was not 

------· (4-3) 
5. Try to avoid _____ stops by _______ ahead well in advance. (4-3) 
Seeing Well 
6. Many collisions occur because drivers do not pay enough _______ to 

their ______ . (4-4) 
Distracted Driving 
7. Distracted driving is any ______ thattakes a person's _____ _ 

away from driving. It is referred to as _____________ . (4-4) 
8. While some distracted driving activities against the law on their own, 

the behavior may impact your and cause you to _____ _ 
a traffic law. ( 4-4) 

Personal Electronic Devices 
9. Use of a personal electronic device while driving is especially _____ . (-4-5) 
10. Using a personal electronic devise in your hand .... While operating a motor vehicle 

is ____ the law. (4-6) 
Other Distracted Driving Laws 
11. Driving with head or earphones is ________ in WA State. (4-6) 
Scanning 
12. If you scan at least seconds ahead, you are able to gather ___ _ 

information earlier and respond sooner to _____ & ______ . (4-7) 
13. ln the city, 15 seconds is about block. On the freeway, 15 seconds is about 

city blocks or __ of a mile. (4-8) 
14. Before you turn left or right across traffic, turn on your signal at least_· ___ feet 

ahead & look for a __ gap in the traffic. (4-10) 

Over 



Use Your Uqhts 
15. By law, your headlights must be turned on from ______ after sunset until 

_____ before sunrise. (4-14) 
16. You must dim your high beams when you are wfthin ____ feet of an oncoming 

vehicles and within _____ feet when following a vehicle.( 4-14) 
Letting Others Know You Are There 
17. If you are having vehicle trouble & have to stop(4-16) 

a. Get your vehicle __ the ___ _ 
• b. Turn on your _____ flashers. 

c. Place emergency flares ___ to ___ feet behind your vehicle. 
Adiustinq to Road Conditions 
18. The faster your vehide .js. going, the ___ distance it will take to __ _, 

___ _, or ____ . At 60 mph, it may take you ___ times as far to stop as 
it does at 30 mph. ( 4-19) 

19. Curve: Always Slow down _____ you enter a curve so you don't have to 
____ in the curve, which can cause a ____ (4-20) 

20. Slippery roads: On a wet road, you shou1d ____ your speed about __ _ 
mph. On packed snow, cut your speed in ___ . (4-20) 

21. On cotd, wet days, shady spots, can be These areas freeze ___ and dry 
out ___ . ( 4-20) 

22. Water on Roadway: Most tires have good traction up to about __ mph on wet 
pavement. (4-21) 

23. lf it feels like your tires have lost traction with the road, you should (4-21) 
a. ___ off the ·gas pedal 
b. Keep the steering wheel ____ _ 
c. Do __ try to ____ or ____ until your tires are gripping the road 

again. 
Adiustinq to Traffic 
24. lf driving a slow moving vehicle on a 2-lane road where unsafe to pass, you must 

pull over and stop when ___ or more vehicles are in a line behind you. (4-21) 
How Well Can You See? 
25. At 50 mph, it will take about ___ feet to react to something you see & bring 

your vehicle to a ____ . That is about a ____ block. (4-23) 
26. Darkness: You must be able to-stop within the distance you can see ahead of your 

______ . They will let you see about _____ feet. You should drive at 
__ mph. (4-24) 

27. Posted speed Hmits are for _____ conditions. !f the roads is ___ or 
__ _, you must down. (4-25) 

Space Ahead· 
28. If you are driving at 30 mph or less, a following time of to __ seconds may 

be enough to stop safely. But, at higher speeds, the best rule to use is the 
_______ -second rule (4-26) 

29 .. In the following .situations, you may need a longer following distance to be safe: 
(4-26 to 4-27) 

a. On ______ Roads 
b. When following ____ _ 
c. When following vehicle: Do not follow closer than ____ ft to 

a fire truck. 

OVER 



Space to Poss 
30. At 55 mph, you need about __ seconds to pass another vehicle. (4-31) 
31. At __ mph, you and an oncoming vehicle will travel over_-_ feet in 

__ .....:seconds. That means you need over _____ feet or about ___ of 
a mile to pass safely. ( 4-31 ) 

Space for Bicycles 
32. Al! bicyclists have the same _____ , duties and r~sponsibiiities of a motor 

______ driver. Riders who don't obey the traffic laws can be 
___ (4-33} 

33. Over ____ bicyclists are killed or injured in the United States each year. (4-33) 
34. Allow at least __ feet of space when overtaking or passing a bicyclist. (4-33) 
Bicyclist R espons;bi/ities 
35. When on public roads, bicyclists riding in groups may ride either ____ file or in 

____ .( 4-36) 
36. Bicyclists cannot carry packages unless the rider can keep at least __ hand on 

the handlebars at all times (4-36) 
37. When riding at night a bicyclist must have a white headlight visible within __ _ 

feet and a red reflector or tamight visible for _____ feet to the·rear. (4-36) 
38. Every bicyclist must be equipped with a brake that can make the wheels 

_____ on dry, level, and clean pavement. (4-36) 
39. Traffic law _______ cause most bicycle/motorist collisions (4-36) 
Avoiding Run-Off the- Rood Collision 
40. Over ____ of fatal & serious injury run-off-the-road collisions involve only 

___ vehicle. {4-43) 
41. The most common contributing factors in fatal or serious run-off-the -road collisions 

were _____ , hit ____ _, ran into ____ , hit ______ pole, or 
ran over ______ . (4-43} 




